
 There is a quote from St. Padre Pio that can help us understand the Gospel we just heard:  

“Humility and charity are the main supports of the whole vast building and all the other virtues 

depend on them…. If the heart constantly dedicates itself to the practice of [humility and 

charity], it will have no difficulty with all the others.” 

 These are the two virtues that Jesus is pointing to in the Gospel today: humility and 

charity. And, if St. Padre Pio is right, Jesus is pointing to these two virtues because, when we 

dedicate ourselves to humility and charity, the whole Christian life will become much easier for 

us.  

 In the first parable, the Lord seems to give some practical advice for avoiding 

embarrassment at a dinner party: don’t assume the seat of honor, instead take the lowest seat so 

that the host can come and invite you to move forward to a higher one. And this is good advice 

to be sure. But there’s certainly more here than just social etiquette.  

 The parable describes not just any old dinner party, but a wedding banquet. This image of 

the wedding banquet is used over and over agin in Scripture to describe something much greater 

than an earthly dinner party. The wedding feast is an image of the kingdom of heaven. Jesus is 

the Bridegroom and we, His Church, are the Bride. And what is our place at the Wedding Feast 

of the Lamb, that great heavenly banquet? That depends on us. “Everyone who exalts himself 

will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
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 The humility that the Lord calls us to is our ticket to a place of honor at the wedding feast 

of the Lamb. Humility means that we acknowledge God as the author of all good. When we are 

humble, we recognized that every good thing comes from God, and so we turn to Him in prayer 

for our needs and in thanksgiving for what he gives. Humility is the opposite of pride, which 

would have us believe that we are the author of good, that all good things come from ourselves. 

Pride tells us that we are self-reliant and self-sufficient and self-important. When we exalt 

ourselves in pride, we are bound to be lowered. But when we make ourselves small and lowly, 

then the Lord will exalt us, he will lift us up to a place of honor in the heavenly kingdom.  

 If this call to humility seems difficult, the second parable is even more of a challenge. 

When we throw a great feast, who should we invite? Not our friends, not our family, not our 

wealthy neighbors with whom we would like to gain favor. Instead we should invite the poor, 

the crippled, the lame, the blind.  

 This is a radical call to charity. The Lord is calling us to extend our charity, our love not 

to those who can repay it, but to those who have no way of repaying us. If we invite the poor, 

the crippled, the lame, and the blind to our banquet, we can be reasonably sure that they will not 

have their own banquet to which they can invite us, not in this world anyway. But they will 

welcome us in the world to come.  
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 There is a beautiful and touching line in the blessing that comes at the end of a wedding. 

The priest prays for the couple: May you be witnesses in the world to God’s charity, so that the 

afflicted and needy who have known your kindness may one day receive you thankfully into the 

eternal dwelling of God. When we extend God’s charity - in a real and authentic way - to the 

afflicted and needy in this life, then they will welcome us to the heavenly banquet in the life to 

come.  

 And our charity should not be impersonal. So often we can try to fulfill our obligation to 

charity by donating money or old clothes to some organization who cares for the poor. And this 

is good, but is it enough? Are we personally charitable to those in need whom we encounter? 

Do we volunteer our time to work personally with the poor or the sick? Do we treat the 

homeless with dignity and respect? Are we charitable in person or just on paper? 

 The virtues of humility and charity are so important for us because they point us to 

something greater than this world. By their very definitions, humility and charity are not 

concerned with honor or repayment. Instead the honor and repayment are stored up as treasures 

in heaven.  

 But perhaps the most important reason for us to dedicate ourselves to these virtues of 

humility and charity is that they allow us to imitate the Master. Jesus calls us to take the lower 

seat rather than the one of honor because this is what He has done first. Jesus, though He was 

God, emptied Himself and took on the form of a slave.  
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 And Jesus calls us to invite to our banquets the poor and crippled and lame and blind 

because he has done that first. Who is invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb? All of us. The 

Lord invites all of us to the wedding feast even though we are unworthy, even though we will 

never be able to repay that invitation.  

 The Lord is full of humility and full of charity. Let us pray for the grace to imitate those 

virtues in our own lives so that we may enter in to the wedding feast of the Lamb. 
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